Governors Biographies

Amena Amer

Foundation Governor

| am currently a Lecturer in Psychology at the University of Greenwich where | teach social and
cross-cultural psychology, as well as qualitative research methods. | am also a member of the
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Task Force at the University of Greenwich. Prior to joining the
University of Greenwich in 2020, | completed my PhD in Social Psychology at the London School of
Economics and Political Science. My research interests focus on identity and belonging with an
emphasis on experiences among minority and marginalised groups. | have recently been awarded a
British Academy/Wolfson Fellowship for Early Career Research to pursue a research project exploring
identity negotiation and feelings of belonging among Muslim women in British universities.

| have previously worked in the third sector drawing connections between my academic research
interests and its real-world application and impact. | have developed and facilitated workshops in
schools and communities across the UK exploring issues of identity and belonging with a focus on the
experience of young Muslim girls and women. | have also designed and delivered workshops for
secondary school teachers on positionality and reflexivity.

Flora Cornish

Parent Governor

| am an Associate Professor in the Department of Methodology at the London School of Economics &
Political Science, where | teach research methods to students across the social sciences, and lead
research on community responses to public health crises and disasters. | have worked in a wide
range of UK Higher Education environments, including the University of Cambridge, Glasgow
Caledonian University, and LSE, and work in collaboration with colleagues in universities and
crisis-affected communities around the world. | am a passionate teacher and educational leader, and
have led the development and improvement of our curriculum in qualitative research methods for
many years. | have had numerous administrative roles in departmental leadership, planning, exam
boards, recruitment, mentoring, etc. In short | have a rich understanding of the Higher Education
environment and skills in educational leadership.

| am passionate about the role of schools as lynchpins in their communities, cultivating inclusion,
valuing diversity, developing a sense of place, mutual respect, fondness and responsibility. | have
been privileged to be a parent governor for 4 years at Eleanor Palmer Primary School, where |
chaired the 'Pupils, Parents & Community' committee, during which time we progressed important
topics such as de-colonising the curriculum, supporting parents of children with SEND, and
normalising talk of mental health. My daughter is thriving at CSG, and | am honoured to have the
opportunity to contribute to the school.

Tom Engel

Parent Governor

| recently joined BT as Director of External Communications, coming from a similar role at the
education company, Pearson. | have held corporate communications leadership positions at the UK
Departments for International Development and Work & Pensions, as well as the Natural History
Museum.

My career began in the world of politics. After a spell as a parliamentary researcher, | worked in the
South African parliament, where | established a scheme to train MPs and young parliamentary staff
from groups previously excluded from such roles. Back in the UK, | served as Special Adviser to the
Secretary of State for Education and Employment.



Consulting roles, including a six year stint in Hong Kong, have seen me work for a wide range of
clients, from pop groups to the Premier League, multinationals to Amnesty International.

| have two daughters currently at CSG.

Julia Gibson

Staff Governor

I've been an English Teacher for ten years, completing my training in the Midlands under the Teach
First scheme, and joining the staff at Camden School for Girls in 2012. During my career I've taken on
a range of roles: Literacy Coordinator in my previous school, Head of Year and interventions
coordinator for the English department. During my first couple of years at CSG | completed a Masters
in Education at the University of Warwick, researching how best to close the attainment gap between
disadvantaged students and their more affluent peers, which has informed and catalysed my interest
in the issue. Prior to starting my career, | completed another Masters in American Literature at King's
College London, and an undergraduate degree in English Literature at the University of Oxford.

Tanvi Gokhale

Foundation Governor

| have spent over 20 years in financial services management consulting and banking. My work has
spanned strategy development, transformation and customer journey improvement to create better
solutions for customers who are looking for banking made easy. | am passionate about gender
inclusivity and cultural diversity in the workplace and champion these causes actively. 1 am also a
Trustee for English Heritage.

| attended North London Collegiate School, where | experienced first-hand the benefits of an inspired
education, with Frances Mary Buss being a strong role model and pioneer for women’s education. |
have two young daughters in primary school and try to teach them every day that access to a sound
education opens up a world of possibilities and empowers them to become contributing and
productive members of society.

| have an MBA from the Kellogg School of Management and a BSc in Economics from the London
School of Economics and Political Science.

Manuela Grayson

Foundation Governor

| attended Camden School from the age of 11 till 18 in the 1970s and | am delighted that my
daughter is now in the sixth form here. | believe that where a person is educated absolutely shapes
them for life and | am very honoured to have joined the Governor body to help support the school in
its endeavours to instil its unique values in this and future generations of pupils.

| am a lawyer and currently work as a Tribunal Chair for a number of professional regulators; but for
the most part my full time career has been as current affairs TV programme maker at the BBC.

| am also Chair of Trustees of Camden Community Law Centre and have been a Camden resident for
decades.

| hope that my general legal knowledge and experience of regulation and governance in various
organisations, will enable me to make a positive contribution to CSG’s ability to make a difference, as
has been its tradition, to its pupils’ lives and future prospects, in whatever ways they are passionate
about.



Jane Hindle

Foundation Governor

My daughter spent seven very enriching years at Camden School for Girls and | am keen to ensure
that, despite funding cuts, all students continue to benefit from the school's special culture and its
excellence across and beyond the curriculum.

As a former chair of CASCA, | have experience in fundraising and in building links between parents
and the school; and my current work at the Merchant Taylors’ Company is in the fields of education
and philanthropy. | hope that some of what I've learned in those contexts will be of use to the school
in the coming years.

Sally Hodgkinson

Parent Governor

My daughter joined CSG in 2018 and | have been actively involved as a parent volunteer in the
school’s community association, CASCA, since then. My professional background is in fundraising and
communications for charitable organisations in the US and UK. | am also a writer and, since March
2020, have focused primarily on freelance content management and copywriting for small
businesses and social change organisations. This is my first school governor role, and | feel fortunate
to be able to offer my time and energy to support the school in finding solutions that offer lasting
improvements for both students and staff at CSG.

Bob House

Foundation Governor

| spent the first 25 years of my career in management consulting, and then moved into the charity
sector where | was chief executive of a charity providing teacher training in philosophical thinking
skills. 1 now work with a number of educational organisations and charities in the UK and abroad as a
consultant and pro-bono advisor. | was, for 5 years, treasurer of HomeStart Camden, a charity which
supports families with young children in the borough. | have lived in Kentish Town for nearly 30 years
My two daughters completed their entire secondary education at Camden School for Girls, and my
son did his sixth form years here. All went on to excellent universities and are now in interesting jobs.
They benefited enormously from their time at Camden. My wife was a former chair of

CASCA. Consequently, | have been involved with the school one way or another for many of the last
15 years.

| hope to use my business skills and more recent educational experience to help Camden School for
Girls remain the outstanding school that it has been for so long, in what are undoubtedly challenging
times for the education sector.

Maria Kambouri

Foundation Governor

Having completed my secondary education in Greece | decided to come to study at the University of
London. After a few years travelling in Europe and the US | settled here and spent over two decades
at the Institute of Education researching and teaching in higher education and as educational
consultant in schools and further education colleges. My main interest is in how to support teachers
to expand their skills to teach, particularly those learners who face difficulties in learning, through
new ways of teaching and how technologies can be used in that context. | visit schools regularly to
form partnerships for knowledge exchange.

| am also the mother of two young adults who were educated in the French state school system in
London and in a north London sixth form independent school and who are now studying at
university. | stayed close to their school life as class rep, as editor of the school magazine and as
parent governor learning from the challenges each school faced.



When | heard from colleagues about a recent call to join this board of governors, | jumped at the
opportunity to join and support Camden School for Girls. | look forward to sharing my experiences
and get to know this school as | hope to bring a different perspective and encourage positive change
by listening to staff and parents to best serve the students.

Vaishali Londhe

Staff Governor

| have been a staff member at CSG since 2005 in the capacity of Art Teacher, 2ic in the Art
Department, Acting Head of Year in the Sixth Form and Acting Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead.
| have also worked as an A Level Visiting Moderator for Pearson Edexcel and been a Parent Governor
at my child’s primary school, which was rated as ‘outstanding’ during my term there. | have a very
good understanding of our school’s educational ethos and drive to deliver an aspirational programme
of learning for all. | also have direct experience of the impact that the policies, procedures and
budgets have on a school’s working practice.

Prior to teaching | had completed a BA degree in Fine Art, an MA in Printmaking and was an Attached
Artist at the ICA. | went on to complete a research project at the Government of India’s Weavers
Service Centres. Following this | set up and co-ran an open access Textiles Print Workshop in
Scotland, patronised by designers and small businesses. We also designed and manufactured our
own range of customised giftware. The experiences gained in running a creative business continue to
inform my working practices today.

| currently have a daughter at CSG.

Angela Mason CBE
Local Authority Governor

I am a Camden Councillor for Cantelowes ward and a Cabinet Member for Children covering schools
and children's services. Previously | was Executive Director of Stonewall and Director of the Women
and Equality Unit in government. My daughter was a pupil at the school.

Janet Pope

Foundation Governor

| have been a governor at Camden School for Girls for 15 years, playing a role in the Finance and
Premises Committee and more recently as vice chair and now Chair. | have lived in the area for 30+
years having studied at the LSE and stayed on! | have been a Camden Councillor and active locally on
the Arlington House Board, Bloomsbury Health Authority and the governing body of Hawley Infants
School. | work in the financial services industry.

| hope to harness financial skills, local knowledge and a long involvement with the school to ensure
that we preserve all that is great about our school in the face of cuts in our funding and continue to
deliver the kind of start in life which makes us so proud when we meet the pupils who have passed.

Ceri Smith

Parent Governor

| have a daughter in year 9, a son at William Ellis and a son at primary school, and | became a parent
Governor in the summer of 2021.

One of the areas where | am keen to focus is the communication between Governors and Parents -
the pandemic has meant newer parents have not had the chance to connect with the school as well
as they might have done in previous years. And all of us need to readjust and rebuild our connections



as we emerge from lockdown. A strong parent voice, alongside a strong student voice, can help
support the school in providing excellent outcomes for our children; | would be pleased to hear from
parents about their experiences and thoughts about the school.

For my ‘day-job’ | am a Director-General in the civil service, and have sat on a number of boards of
Government bodies, helping ensure they are effective and efficient in delivering public services. | am
also a trustee of the MS society (I have MS) and was previously a Governor at Acland Burghley for
eleven years.

Dick Tyler

Foundation Governor

| have two daughters who have completed their education and are now pursuing their careers. My
mother, aunt, brother and sister-in-law are/were all teachers. | practiced as a solicitor for 30 years
and performed a number of leadership roles in one of the large City law firms. | went to a state
school myself and led the social mobility initiatives in my own law firm and in conjunction with other
firms. | am now an executive coach and work one-to-one with business leaders and with their
organisations on a range or strategy, leadership and governance projects.

| hope that the combination of my commitment to providing the best education and greatest
opportunities to pupils of all backgrounds, the work | do with business leaders to help them become
the best version of themselves and my experience of both the nuts and bolts of business and the
importance of managing relationships with a variety of stakeholder groups equips me to make a
meaningful contribution to the life and performance of CSG.

Esther Windsor

Parent Governor

| am a parent and Senior Lecturer and Researcher at Birmingham School of Art. | am passionate
about changing lives through learning and have lived in Camden for 30 years. I’'ve been involved in
local politics, including housing, gender and environmental issues. I’'m interested in: more
parent/school contact at CSG, to support our children’s homework, exams and wellbeing; new
funding streams; initiatives for mental health and awareness of neurodiversity. I've worked in
programming and funding public art galleries and would like to make relationships for students to
local art organisations, to enhance education, including STEM/STEAM. | volunteered at the Anna
Freud Centre, on a steering group for child mental health services and use their research for Schools
and Universities, in my teaching. | sit on my University, Equality Diversity and Inclusion group and am
privileged to use my experience to support CSG and student progression.



